
Background Information

Rhenus Maritime Services (RMS) – Three Letters for
a Successful Partnership

Logistics services providers have to develop alternative strategies for 

hinterland traffic to avoid an increasing number of bottlenecks. The 

Rhenus Group is making particular use of short sea traffic. Rhenus 

Maritime Services GmbH (RMS) has specialized in this mode of transport

within the Rhenus Group.

The RMS is a freight and shipping company operating short sea traffic routes 

across Europe for more than 70 years and it focuses on providing sea/river 

services. The company currently ships approx. 4 million tons of freight 

annually with 11 of its own, 12 managed and numerous chartered coastal 

motor vessels. The shipments include steel, paper, wood, project cargo and 

containers, as well as bulk cargo, pipes, hazardous goods and waste.

RMS offers its customers global chartering and door-to-door services across 

Europe. RMS's most important sailing areas are the North Sea, the Irish Sea, 

the Baltic Sea including the Finnish Lakes, the Iberian Peninsula and the 

Mediterranean Sea. 

Short sea shipping may turn any inland port, which is able to accommodate a 

coaster into a seaport. This is valid for the metropolitan areas along the River 

Rhine with Duisburg as hinterland hub in the Rhine-Ruhr area as well as to 

the inland ports along the Danube, the Albert Canal (Belgium), along the 

Seine to Paris and the small ports along rivers in UK. Direct transportation 

minimizes handling operations and prevents transport damages as a result, 

particularly in the case of sensitive goods. Finally yet importantly, eco-friendly 

coaster shipments provide a high degree of reliability for delivery dates – they 

can also be included in just-in-time delivery chains in their capacity as floating 

stores. 

Rhenus Maritime Services GmbH has its headquarter in Duisburg and a 

branch office in Bremen. The Bremen office has already been working

successfully for 60 years in the charter market and also acts as agent and

buyer/seller of ships. 

With an efficient team, RMS has access to a modern and innovative fleet

belonging to the group, which includes large bulkers, heavy lift and container

ships in addition to coasters.
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About Rhenus Maritime Services GmbH

Rhenus Maritime Services GmbH is a wholly owned subsidiary of 

Rhenus Group and a designated specialist in short sea shipping. The 

company transported in 2018 approx. 4 million tons of freight with 11 of 

its own, 12 managed and a large number of chartered motor vessels.

The Rhenus Group is a leading logistics service provider with global 

business operations and an annual turnover of EUR 5.1 billion. Rhenus 

has business sites at 660 locations worldwide and employs 31,000 

people. The Rhenus Group provides solutions for a wide variety of 

different sectors along the complete supply chain; they include 

multimodal transport operations, warehousing, customs clearance as 

well as innovative value-added services. 

Press contact Rhenus Group

Media office at the Reichstag GmbH
Reinhardt Street 55
10117 Berlin
Phone: +49 30 30 87 29 93
Fax: +49 30 30 87 29 95
E-mail: rhenus@mar-berlin.de
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